In addition to its evident religious significance, the term tawḥīd has an important philosophical history. The philosophical conception of the onewhich for the Aristotelian tradition was in a sense equivalent to being3-was to be distinguished from being in Neoplatonism. For the Neoplatonists, partly as a consequence of Plato's analysis in his Parmenides,4 the one was also understood to be absolute and consequently separated from being (and ex istent things) and was identified with the Principle and therefore located in the transcendent divine sphere, which is something that can be said of noth ing but the Principle itself. 5 The objective of this introduction is to highlight the role Yaḥyā ibn ʿAdī's Treatise on the affirmation of [divine] unity (Al-Maqāla fī l-tawḥīd) plays in the ArabicIslamic philosophical and theological traditions. 6 The Treatise-as the title, which is of paramount importance, already suggests-refers to the fun damental concept of Islamic monotheism, on the one hand, and to the philo sophical effort to find a logically coherent predication of the First Principle, on the other. It is on the basis of this premise that this contribution aims to offer a general introduction to the Treatise and to explain its inner structure (summar ized in a schematic way in the Appendix).7 Apart from a few contri butions on some particular aspects of the work (two of these contributions are my own), no detailed study has been devoted to the Treatise so far.8 But before we get into the heart of the question-what kind of Treatise is the Maqāla and what topics are dealt with in it-a few introductory words about its author seem advisable.
